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Recently, there has been a centralization of homicide investigations within the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department. The Central Homicide Unit investigates crimes in the west end of the county and the Desert Homicide Unit is tasked with those criminal investigations in the eastern part of the county.  These units are also assigned with the continuing investigations of all unsolved homicides, including the Anthony Martinez abduction and murder case. This high profile case was recently reassigned to the Desert Homicide Unit, which is currently conducting an extensive evaluation of all aspects of the crime. Detective Luis Bolanos is assigned as the lead investigator, assisted by several Sheriff’s Department investigators, whom are all working in close conjunction with several other agencies. Supervising Special Agent Ann Nichols of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Sergeant Mitch White of the Beaumont Police Department are significant personnel assisting in the investigation. Richard Kinney, Steve Sicofsky and Gary Ashbury, all from the Department of Justice, are assisting with several parts of the ongoing evidence processing in the case. 

On Wednesday April 4, 2001, it will have been four years since the abduction and murder of Anthony Martinez. To this date, the suspect in the crime has yet to be identified. The Riverside County Sheriff’s Department is renewing their pledge to aggressively continue this investigation until Anthony’s murderer is brought to justice. The Sheriff’s Department is announcing several specific directions the case will now take, so the perpetrator can be arrested as soon as possible, which include the following:

1. The attached composite sketch of the suspect will now be distributed throughout the country. A similar sketch was broadcast almost immediately after the abduction, but was later replaced by an updated version. Through extensive interviews with witnesses, family members and re-evaluation of reported sightings, we feel this sketch is more of a realistic depiction of the suspect. The artist has made a few minor changes to the sketch, including the colorization of the picture, which helps to signify the strong points described by the parties initially contacted by the Anthony Martinez task force. This task force was spear headed by the Beaumont Police Department and the FBI, with the assistance of multiple local agencies. After the body of Anthony Martinez was located outside of Indio, the Sheriff’s Department took over primary investigative responsibility of the case. 
2. A billboard, located just outside of Beaumont, will now be updated. The new colorized composite of the suspect, the new toll free 800 number assigned to the case, the department email and web site addresses assigned to the case, will all be displayed.

3. Several items of evidence, seized during the investigation, have been re-evaluated and have a strong potential to assist in identification of the suspect. These items include several light brown or blonde hairs, which appear to have roots and tissues attached. Even though these items were identified by the Department of Justice early in the investigation, they were unable to be used for DNA identification purposes, as the process used in 1997 was unable to obtain DNA coding from hair roots. Their potential for usage as a DNA identifier in the investigation has only recently been made available. During the past two years, there has been a change in the way DNA coding is done. The new process, S.T.R. or Short Tandem Repeat, can now obtain DNA coding from hairs and their potential for assisting with identification grows every day.

4. The Department of Justice DNA database, CODIS (Combined DNA Index  System), currently has approximately 75-80,000 persons identified and entered into the system. This number is expected to jump to 200,000 persons by July 2001. This database is similar to the automated latent print systems currently used throughout the United States, where identification can be obtained after imputing information into the database. It is our belief a potential for identification exists, if the analysis of this evidence comes up with DNA coding that can be imputed into the system. 
5. On Tuesday night, April 3rd, the Time Warner’s Coachella Valley series “Desert Crime Watch” will have a presentation on Channel 10, depicting this new information, which will include an interview with Anthony Martinez’s mother, Diane Medina. State Senator Jim Battin is also scheduled as a guest on the show. He designed and assisted in obtaining a resolution designating April as “Child Abuse Prevention Month.”

6. During April, “America’s Most Wanted” has advised they are planning on an updated segment regarding the Anthony Martinez case. 

It is the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department belief this suspect can be apprehended in the near future, with a coordinated effort by several agencies and with help of the public. We feel the information on the suspect needs to be brought up again, especially on the anniversary date of this horrific crime, so the public can help us with information that could point towards the identity of this suspect. A significant reward still exists and it is hoped this will expand in the future, as interest in this case becomes heightened during this anniversary. 

The public is once again reminded the person(s) who abducted and murdered Anthony will have shown some or all of the following changes in behavior:

1. A change or alteration of his personal appearance at or near the time of the initial abduction.

2. A noticeable increase in the use of illicit drugs and/or alcohol.

3. A sudden change in work schedule and/or habits.

4. The disposal or alteration of his white sedan automobile.

5. An unusual interest in this case, i.e., a tendency to continually discuss or follow this investigation in the media.

6. The abrupt departure from the area for what could be a believable excuse, i.e., to attend to matters concerning the death of a family member, to go on an unscheduled vacation, etc.

It is hoped the public will once again respond with information concerning this matter. Anyone with any information, no matter how insignificant it may seem, is strongly encouraged to contact the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department hotline dedicated to the Anthony Martinez case at:





1-866-255-2800 (toll free)






(760) 836-1636







or




Detective Luis Bolanos at (760) 836-1639




SUSPECT INFORMATION SHEET

SUSPECT

1.
White male adult
late 20’s to 40 years of age
5’8”
mustache

2. Slim build with a slightly sunken face

3. “Piercing” very blue eyes

4. A very quiet almost “boyish” voice

5. Wearing a red and blue Pendleton style shirt. He may wear these types of shirts on a regular basis. 

6.
Wearing a dark blue baseball style cap. He may also wear these types of caps on a regular basis. 


PHOTO OF CAT  (Suspect showed photo of cat to children during the abduction)

1. Polaroid photo shown

2. White long hair cat, possibly calico.

3. 2-3 black spots

4. Indoor picture with cat on a wooden chair, which was sitting on tan or beige carpet.

KNIFE

1. Black handled with folding chrome blade “hunting style knife.”

DOG
(Seen with suspect in area prior to the abduction)

1. German Shepard type, 6 months old at time of abduction.

2. Leash or collar was silver and shiny

3. Suspect called puppy “BUSTER.”

CAR

1. 4 door white sedan

2. No hubcaps or black hubcaps

3. 2 red pin stripes down the driver’s door, possibly all around the car







